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SUBJECT: MANLEY LASHES OUT 

1. PM MANLEY HAS GOTTEN HIMSELF INTO A NOISY ROW WITH 

JOHN AKAR, A PROMINENT NEWSPAPERMAN AND COMMENTATOR WHO 
WAS FORMERLY AMBASSADOR OF SIERRA LEONE IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 

2. AKAR HAS RESIDED IN JAMAICA FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS 

AND IS MARRIED TO A JAMAICAN. HOWEVER, HE REMAINS CURRENT 
WITH AND SENSITIVE TO GOVERNMENTS IN AFRICA AND HAS 
NEVER ENTIRELY RECOVERED FROM EVENTS IN SIERRA LEONE THAT 
ULTIMATELY LED TO HIS VIRTUAL EXILE. APPARENTLY ALARMED 
AND DISMAYED BY THE ELABORATE PREPARATIONS OF PRIME 
MINISTER MANLEY AND HIS GOVERNMENT FOR THE FORTHCOMING 
VISIT OF PRESIDENT JULIUS NYERERE OF TANZANIA, AKAR WROTE 
A SERIES OF COLUMNS EARLY THIS WEEK DERIDING THE PLANNED 
POMP AND CIRCUMSTANCE, AND WARNING THAT JAMAICA CONTAINS 
THE SEEDS OF ONE-PARTY GOVERNMENT AND AUTHORITARIANISM 
AND IS EDGING IN THAT DIRECTION. AKAR CITED SUCH DANGER 
SIGNS AS "SERIOUS GOVERNMENT INROADS INTO THE PRIVATE 
SECTOR, OPEN ATTACKS ON THE MIDDLE CLASS COUPLED WITH 
HEAVY AND CRIPPLING TAXATION..., NERVOUS HYPERSENSITIVITY 
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VIEN, AKAR RIDICULED THE GOVERNMENT'S INTENTION TO DECLARE 
SEPTEMBER 16 A NATIONAL HOLIDAY IN HONOR OF THE TANZANIAN 
PRESIDENT, AND ASK WHY A NATIONAL HOLIDAY HAD NOT BEEN 
DECLARED IN HONOR OF THE VISIT OF MEXICAN PRESIDENT 
ECHEVERIA. 


3. APPARENTLY STUNG ON A SENSITIVE SPOT, PM MANLEY 
REACTED SHARPLY TO AKAR'S ATTACKS. HE TELEPHONED THE 
JOURNALIST ON AUGUST 21 AND ABUSED HIM VERBALLY AT SOME 
LENGTH. TAKING ADVANTAGE OF A "PUBLISH AND BE 
DAMNED" KIND OF REMARK BY THE PM AT THE TAIL END OF THE 
CONVERSATION AKAR PUBLISHED A FULL ACCOUNT OF IT IN HIS 
COLUMN THE FOLLOWING DAY. THE PM ALLEGEDLY POINTED OUT 
THAT THE ONLY REASON AKAR WAS ABLE TO MAKE THE ACCUSATION 
HE DID WAS THAT JAMAICA IS A FREE COUNTRY WHICH HAS FREE 
INSTITUTIONS AND A FREE PRESS. THE PM ACCUSED AKAR OF 
"INTELLECTUAL DISHONESTY" BY LUMPING TOGETHER A SERIES 

OF OTHERWISE UNCONNECTED ALLEGATIONS AND CONCLUDING 
FROM THEM THAT JAMAICA IS ON THE BRINK OF ONE-PARTY 
RULE. MANLEY ADMITTED THAT THERE ARE THOSE IN VOXCE 
PARTY WHO FLIRT WITH THE IDEA OF A ONE-PARTY STATE 
BUT "THEY DO NOT SPEAK FOR THE PARTY" WHICH IS COMMITTED 
TO DEMOCRACY. 

4. PM WOUND UP THE CONVERSATION WITH A DRUM-FIRE SERIES 
OF DENIALS OF EACH OF AKAR'S ACCUSATIONS IN HIS BEST 
RHETORICAL STYLE. "MICHAEL MANLEY IS NOT TRYING TO 

SET UP A ONE-PARTY STATE IN JAMAICA. MICHAEL MANLEY 
WILL NOT ALLOW THE SETTING UP OF A ONE-PARTY STATE IN 
JAMAICA. MICHAEL MANLEY HAS A DEEPER COMMITMENT TO 
DEMOCRACY THAN YOU OR ANY OTHER PERSON AND WILL NOT 
CHANGE IN THAT COMMITMENT," ETC. 

5. PM ALSO REFERRED TO THE CONTROVERSY BETWEEN 
HIM AND AKAR DURING HIS MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR ON 
AUGUST 21, MAKING IT OBVIOUS THAT HE HAD BEEN DEEPLY 
WOUNDED BY AKAR S CHARGES. IN THE COURSE OF HIS CONVER- 
SATION HE REPEATED MANY OF THE SAME POINTS HE APPARENTLY 
MADE TO AKAR. 
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6. COMMENT. MANLEY REGARDS HIMSELF AS A DEDICATED 
DEMOCRAT NO MATTER HOW AUTHORITARIAN HE MAY BE AT TIMES 
IN HIS PERSONAL STYLE. HE IS. MOREOVER, THE SON OF THE 
CHIEF AUTHOR OF THE JAMAICAN CONSTITUTION. HENCE HIS 
OUTRAGE AT AKAR'S CHARGES. IT IS DOUBTFUL THAT MANLEY 
HAS A CONSCIOUS DESIRE FOR MORE POWER THAN HE NOW HAS, 

OR ANY WISH TO DESTROY THE OPPOSITION. ON THE OTHER 
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HAND, THE OPPOSITION CONTINUES TO BE IN WOEFUL DIS 
ARRAY AND COULD SIMPLY WITHER AWAY, CREATING A DE FACTO 
ONE-PARTY STATE. FINALLY, WHILE IT IS TRUE THAT THE PNP 
IS A BROADLY BASED PARTY EMBRACING SEGMENTS OF THE 
POLITICAL SPECTRUM RANGING FROM RIGHT OF CENTER TO JUST 
SHORT OF THE EXTREME LEFT, SOME OF THOSE WHO "FLIRT 
WITH THE IDEA OF A ONE-PARTY STATE" STAND PHYSICALLY 
AND PERSONALLY CLOSE TO THE PRIME MINISTER. THEREFORE, 

HIS IMPLICATION THAT THEY ARE NO MORE THAN A BUNCH OF 
CRANKS RAISES MORE QUESTIONS THAN IT ANSWERS. IT IS ALSO 
WORTH NOTING THAT IN ADDITION TO DISPARAGING AKAR'S CHARGES, 
MANLEY HAS CANCELLED PLANS TO DECLARE SEPTEMBER 16 A 
NATIONAL HOLIDAY IN HONOR OF PRESIDENT NYERERE. 

GERARD 
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